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MANDURAH POLICE DISTRICT 
Grievance 

MRS R.M.J. CLARKE (Murray–Wellington) [9.23 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for Police, and is about 
the new police districts that will begin operation as at 1 July. Many concerns have been raised with me over the 
past 12 months by my constituents about the number of police at the Mandurah Police Station and their ability to 
respond when required across the Peel region. Under the previous government, the Peel police district was 
amalgamated into the south metropolitan police district. Mandurah came under the jurisdiction of Rockingham 
and Kwinana, which diminished the resources available to police in the Peel region and removed its superintendent 
and its autonomy. There was no ability for the officer in charge at Mandurah station to make any decisions about 
the region they were required to police. During this time the region experienced an increase in burglaries, theft and 
antisocial behaviour. The number of victims of domestic violence increased and yet few additional resources were 
provided. The Frontline 2020 police model failed the community. 

Initially, I was very pleased to hear that the Peel police district is about to be reinstated under the new police district 
model and will be called the Mandurah police district. Over the last two weeks it has been reported that there will 
be a cut to the number of officers at the Mandurah Police Station. In fact, the story reported a potential 25 per cent 
cut to resources. Those statements made by a member of our community, if untrue, are both irresponsible and 
misleading. I quote from the local paper an article titled “Mandurah Police numbers to drop following WA district 
restructure” — 

Mandurah Police Station will lose officers as a result of the recent operational restructure. 

Statements of this nature in local newspapers do nothing to give our community confidence in our local police. 
Our local police officers are working incredibly hard to do their jobs under very difficult circumstances and these 
stories undermine that confidence. I am very concerned about the effect this is having on our community. My 
constituents in Murray–Wellington need to know that there are police on the other end of the line when they call 
for help. My colleague, Minister Templeman, has been calling for the reinstatement of the Peel police district for 
many years. It has taken a McGowan Labor government to do it. 

Unfortunately, Peel has a very high incidence of domestic violence. Under the previous Liberal government very 
few services, including police, were resourced to deal with the demand. Agencies and non-government 
organisations struggled and were overwhelmed. The McGowan Labor government made a number of election 
commitments towards addressing domestic violence in Peel. The plan for Peel included an increase in the capacity 
in crisis accommodation in Mandurah to strengthen service responses and ensure that women and children facing 
family and domestic violence have access to appropriate services. Pat Thomas House has been allocated an 
additional $100 000 to repair and upgrade facilities of existing accommodation. Allambee Counselling has 
received a funding commitment of $1 million over four years to enable it to provide essential services to victims 
of violence and sexual abuse. 

In a statement given to clarify the inaccurate claims made by local newspapers, Acting Commissioner Steve Brown 
made the following comments, according to my notes — 

What I can advise the community of Perth and particularly the community members in Mandurah is that 
as of the 2 July, this year, there will be a significant increase in the numbers of police officers based and 
operating from the Mandurah Police Station. 

Reporter Question: So will there be any change to the number of local police officers in the Mandurah 
area? 

Deputy Commissioner Brown: Yes, it’s going to increase. 

Reporter Question: So why has there been the community concern I guess, they’ve been quite upset about 
speculation about reduction in numbers? 

Deputy Commissioner Steve Brown: I don’t know why there has been community concern at all, because 
what I’m here to tell them particularly in Mandurah, as in all of the other police stations, we’re going to 
increase the numbers. 

We’re taking a large number of officers out of response teams across the metropolitan area, we’ve signalled 
that to the community over the last couple of months as we’ve planned to make these changes and now 
we’re going to see that put into action, more cops on the ground, working in places like Mandurah.” 

I now seek reassurance from the minister that the Mandurah Police Station will not suffer a loss of officers and 
that it will be properly resourced to address the issues of crime, antisocial behaviour and especially domestic 
violence in our Peel region. 
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MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland — Minister for Police) [9.27 am]: I thank the member for Dawesville—sorry, 
the member for Murray–Wellington, for this grievance, and for the — 

Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Dawesville! 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: Unfortunately, the member for Dawesville does nothing but inane interjections. He does 
not let the truth get in the way of a good story. He has not had the courage to come in here and raise questions with 
me or to deal with this issue legitimately and now he dares to interject, having been misleading, lazy and stupid. 
The fact of the matter is that the one peddling mistruth in this community is the member for Dawesville. 

Point of Order 

Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: I just seek your guidance, Madam Acting Speaker, as to whether the term “stupid” 
directed at a member of Parliament is parliamentary. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms M.M. Quirk): Alas, no, member for Churchlands, it is not parliamentary 
language. 

Debate Resumed 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: Sometimes the truth hurts, Madam Acting Speaker. The fact of the matter is that the 
member for Murray–Wellington has been an absolutely sterling member for her electorate in the short time that 
she has been there, and it is a shame there are not more members in this house who are as diligent and responsible 
as her. Under the former government, the Deputy Leader of the Opposition—the member for Scarborough—and 
former Premier Barnett broke the metropolitan area into just four policing districts. It beggared belief, to go from 
the previous model where there were at least six or seven districts over a much smaller population, after a huge 
population increase, to just break it into four.  

Who were the losers under that model? I will tell members who the losers were. The losers were anyone who 
represented an outer metropolitan electorate. Under that four-district model, units were based in the central city 
area. That meant that because of the demand and the increased population at the periphery, a lot of police cars 
ended up being based in inner-city areas and were not available to be used in outer metropolitan areas. Under that 
model, response police officers were broken into two local policing teams. Those teams largely did not work shift 
work and were not available for the response roster. The former government then wondered why response times 
blew out and why crime increased by double digits month after month. I think people will remember the headlines 
in The West Australian as we saw increases in crime of 16 per cent, 17 per cent and 18 per cent month on month—
increases that we have never seen before in Western Australia. 

Under this government’s new model, which has been implemented after a review by Commissioner Dawson, we 
have moved to eight policing districts. These districts will service, in a more localised way, the community of 
Western Australia, particularly the metropolitan area, and most particularly the outer metropolitan area. Our new 
model facilitates locally focused policing, and greater control over local resources in each of those eight districts. 
Mandurah–Peel is now a specific district in which officers are focused specifically on the issues in that area. We 
are putting police officers back into local police stations. Police stations like Mandurah will have more police 
officers, not fewer police officers. One force and one team will be responsible for its own local area. Police cars 
that are called out to an incident in the electorate of the member for Murray–Wellington will not need to be 
dispatched from Kwinana. Police will not need to travel those distances, and that will enable them to respond more 
quickly. It is pretty simple when we think about it. The member for Murray–Wellington is quite right—
Acting Commissioner Steve Brown confirmed in a radio interview only last week that — 

As of 2nd July … the number of police officers in police stations across the Perth metropolitan area will 
increase. 

He went on to say — 
As of 2nd July … there will be a substantial increase of police officers, local police officers, based at the 
Mandurah Police Station. 

For the record, Mandurah is a 24-hour police station. I know those opposite do not like 24-hour police stations. 
They have been critical of this government for providing 24-hour police stations in the outer metropolitan area. 
They prefer the model they had when they were in government, under which police stations closed at four o’clock 
in the afternoon. That is not what the community wants. I assure people that Mandurah is a 24/7 police station, 
will remain a 24/7 police station, and is, indeed, one of the biggest of the nine 24-hour police stations in this state. 
In addition, the McGowan government has an absolute commitment to deal with the meth scourge, which was 
ignored by members opposite for so long. We also have a genuine commitment to deal with the scourge of 
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domestic violence, or, as I call it, domestic assault, in our community. New domestic violence response teams will 
be co-located in each of the eight districts. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Madam Acting Speaker, point of order. 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms M.M. Quirk): I suspect you are calling for a quorum. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Yes, that is correct. 
[Quorum formed.] 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: If the member for Dawesville wants to spend longer than one term in this place, he will 
have to move beyond the stunts. 
Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Dawesville, I call you to order! 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: He will have to move beyond the stunts and one-liners, because people will see through 
the member for Dawesville. 
Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup interjected.  
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Dawesville, I call you to order for the second time. 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: I am the longest serving member in this house, and that is for a reason. I have seen people 
like the member for Dawesville come and go, and I have seen members like the member for Murray–Wellington 
who knuckle down and responsibly get on with the job and actually do the work in their community, rather than 
seeking out stunts and mistruths and one-liners. That will last you for a couple of years, member, but that will not 
see you beyond one term. 
I thank the member for Murray–Wellington for her excellent grievance. I can absolutely reassure the community 
that under our government, we are focused on dealing with those issues that drive crime, like methamphetamine. 
We are placing emphasis on domestic assaults. There will be a sergeant with a team of officers in every one of 
those districts, dealing with domestic assault. Let us be very clear here: it has been confirmed by the acting 
commissioner, and recently confirmed by the commissioner, that there will be more police officers in Mandurah. 
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